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IMMEDIATELY
MISSOULA--
POPULATION ESTIMATES SHOW 
CHANGE IN COUNTY RANKINGS
FIemmi ng/stc 
10/19/79
state + Business News
The ranking of Montana's seven largest counties changed between 1977 and 1978, 
according to a researcher for the University of Montana's Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research.
Research Associate Susan Selig Wallwork presents the provisional 1978 and the 
revised 1977 population estimates for Montana and its counties in the autumn issue 
of the MONTANA BUSINESS QUARTERLY. The population estimates were derived in cooperation 
with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Yellowstone County continued to be Montana's most populated county in 1978 with 
104,000 persons, an increase from the 101,500 estimate for 1977. Cascade County is 
listed with 86,400, compared to 85,100 the year before. Following is Missoula County 
with 69,700, up from 67,300 in 1977.
Flathead County remained fourth largest with 50,000 persons, compared to 1977's 
estimate of 47,000. Moving in as the fifth largest county was Lewis and Clark with 
a population of 41,000, increasing from 39,500 in 1977. Closely following was 
Gallatin County's figure of 40,200, compared to 38,700 in 1977.
Silver Bow County was the only one of the seven largest counties to show a 
decrease in population between 1977 and 1978. The county dropped from fifth to 
seventh largest with a population estimate of 39,800 in 1978, compared to 40,700 
in 1977.
(over)
POPULATION ESTIMATES SHOW CHANGE — -add one
Montana's total population estimate in 1978 was 785,000, up from 766,000 
persons in 1977. The 2.5 percent increase is one of the largest for any year 
since 1970.
According to Wallwork, the fastest growing counties since 1970 include 
Ravalli, with a 35.7 percent increase between 1970 and 1977; Rosebud, up 61.0 
percent; Flathead, increasing 19.2 percent; and Gallatin, with a 19.1 percent 
i ncrease.
Other counties with substantial percentage increases between 1970 and 1977 




Table 1. Estimates of the Population of Montana Counties: July 1, 1977 and 1978














f a l l o n.........
FERGUS.........
Fl a t h e a d......
Ga l l a t i n .......
GARFIELD.......
g l a c i e r ........
GOLDEN v a ll e y 5. 









m a d i s o n .........
MEAGHER.........





















t r ea s u re 8..........
v a l l e y.............
WHEATLAND.................





























































































































7 LESS THAN 50 PERSONS OR LESS THAN 0.05 PERCENT.
BIRTHS AND DEATHS ARE BASED ON REPORTEO VITAL STATISTIC 




























































































































































































NET MIC !A‘ ‘ON 
n u h bE- RERCEN'
88,000 49/000 32/000 , ,
900 700 - 2 0 0 -2.2
1/700 700 -400 -3.6
900 600 (Z) 0,2
300 200 500 18. 7
700 700 1/100 16.2
200 200 -200 -9.4
11/100 4,800 -3,000 -3.y
600 400 -200 -3,0
1/500 1/000 400 3.6
300 300 (Z) -1.1
1/400 600 -700 -6.3
1/600 1/200 -1/700 -10.7
500 200 -300 -7.6
1/300 1.100 600 4.4
4,800 2/800 5,600 14.3
3/900 1/700 4,000 12.3
200 100 -100 -6.1
1/800 800 -700 -6.9
100 100 (Z) 0.4
300 200 -100 -4.9
2/300 1/ 100 -200 -1.4
600 400 1/600 30.8
200 200 100 3.2
2/000 1/300 2/500 17.5
4/200 2/400 4,500 13.4
300 200 200 7.1
2/300 900 -2/900 -15.4
400 200 -300 -9.e
500 500 700 13.1
300 200 (Z, 2.1
400 200 300 8.5
7/600 3/300 4,800 8.2
500 400 300 21.5
1/200 1/100 1.200 10.9
100 (Z) (Z) -5.9
600 400 -200 -3.1
800 500 600 9.7
300 100 -700 -23.4
800 500 600 | 8.5
200 200 100 | 3,0
1/600 1/300 4 / 900 33.7
1/400 700 -200 : -2.2
1/600 900 -t-00 1 -4.7
1/400 50C 2/800 46.7
900 600 1/ 100 15.2
500 | 400 -500 -9.<4
<4, 900 3/900 -2/300 -5 . 4
500 400 700 14.2
300 300 100 ; 3.9
700 500 200 3.7
700 400 -t . e e -9.5
200 100 <Z> 4.6
1/700 800 2 C 0 1.4
300 200 -100 -5.4
200 100 f Z J -0.6




3 FROM APRIL 1, 1970 TO DECEMBER 31, 1977. NET MIGRATION IS THE DIFFERENCE
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